
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to Care for your Watercolor Painting 
 
Simple steps regarding the care and placement of your watercolor paintings will ensure that 
they continue to deliver the bright, eye-catching color that drove you to make your purchase.  
 
By its very nature, watercolor paintings are somewhat fragile. Professional watercolor papers 
give paintings a good base. When purchasing art, choose works that are produced on 
professional paper. Well-known brands include Arches and Fabriano. Weights of 140lb., and 
300lb. are most common. The weight of the paper adds stability to the work. Care is needed, 
however, to ensure this stability.  I use only professional quality paint, paper and mat board in 
my work. 
 
 For unframed paintings~ 

• Do not place anything on the surface of the painting.  
Watercolor paintings are meant to be framed behind glass or Plexiglas. There should be a 
ridge of at least 1/8" from the surface of the painting and the glass. A painting that is matted 
will help preserve this space.  
• Avoid touching the surface of the painting.  
Oils from your skin can damage paper and leave marks that cannot be removed. While 
staining color are absorbed into the fibers of a painting, paints can easily be disturbed.  
• Use only acid-free materials to display your work. 
Use only acid-free matboard for matting your art. Also, don't forget the backing. Never use 
regular cardboard. Over time, acids can leach out and do irreparable harm to your 
watercolor painting. Use of a backing creates extra space between your art and the surface 
of the frame.  
 Once framed- 
• Do not place your painting in direct sunlight.  
Indirect light is best, if not just for the painting itself, but to reduce glare from a painting 
behind glass.  
• Do not display your painting in an excessively damp location.  
Watercolor paintings typically are not varnished. Thus, they have no protection against 
moisture. Avoid placing art in damp locations such as bathrooms. Moisture developing 
between the painting and the surface of the glass will wash out colors.  

 
Art is meant to last. By taking simple steps, you can ensure you will have your paintings to enjoy 
for years to come.  
 
Thank you for purchasing my artwork! 
 
Mary Lou Harris Arnold  
(Maloha) 
marylou@marylouarnold.art 
Marylouarnold.art 
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